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About me



● What is Feminist internet?
● Feminist principles of the Internet and 

examples
● Review a web site and find more examples
● Discussion

Agenda



Feminist Internet 
works towards empowering 
more women and queers to 

fully enjoy our rights, 
engage in pleasure and play, 

and dismantle patriarchy.



The Feminist Principles of the Internet 

provide a framework 
for women's movements 

to articulate and explore issues 
related to technology.



https://feministinternet.net


I. Access
to the Internet, Access to Information and Usage of Technology

Explore a broad understanding of access 
connected to gendered and socio-economic 
realities.



#1 Access to the Internet

A feminist internet starts 
with enabling more 
women and queer 
persons to enjoy 
universal, acceptable, 

affordable, unconditional, 
open, meaningful and 
equal access to the 
internet.



#2 Access to Information

We support and protect 
unrestricted access to 
information relevant to 
women and queer 
persons, particularly 
information on sexual and 
reproductive health and 

rights, pleasure, safe 
abortion, access to 
justice, and LGBTIQ 
issues. This includes 
diversity in languages, 
abilities, interests and 
contexts.



#3 Usage of Technology

Women and queer 
persons have the right to 
code, design, adapt and 
critically and sustainably 
use ICTs and reclaim 
technology as a platform 
for creativity and 

expression, as well as to 
challenge the cultures of 
sexism and discrimination 
in all spaces.



Size of the website
* Compression

* Expensive Mobile Access 
(data cost, data roaming)

* Energy consumption



Mobile and older browsers
* Responsive / mobile 
friendly

* Support older versions of 
web browsers

Example: 
Use autoprefixer for CSS 
compatibility



Resilience / Protection

* Automated backups

* Update software (WordPress, 
Drupal, plugins, themes ...)

* Protection against DDos 
attacks, shutdowns, 
defacement …



Web accessibility
* Accessible web site

* Language used on the web page

* Possible offline usage - download 
audio/video/text



Transcripts of video & audio
Examples: 
DemocracyNow.org Transcript of video
Blogs.scientificamerican.com Transcript of audio file



Trigger warnings
Content warning, content note

Example: 
Trigger Warnings
https://geekfeminism.wikia.org/wiki/Richard_Stallman



Usage of technology
Do it! Create your own projects!

Example: 
Queering the map
https://www.queeringthemap.com/



Usage of technology

Example:
Dyke.tech
22nds.com/dyketech



Focus on using the power of the network to 
build social movements, shape online public 
space & policies that govern the internet.

II. Movements 



#4 Resistance

The internet is a space 
where social norms are 
negotiated, performed 
and imposed, often in an 
extension of other spaces 
shaped by patriarchy and 
heteronormativity. 

Our struggle for a feminist 
internet is one that forms 
part of a continuum of our 
resistance in other 
spaces, public, private 
and in-between.



#5 Movement building

The internet is a 
transformative political 
space. It facilitates new 
forms of citizenship that 
enable individuals to 
claim, construct and 
express selves, genders 
and sexualities. 

This includes connecting 
across territories, 
demanding accountability 
and transparency, and 
creating opportunities for 
sustained feminist 
movement building.



#6 Internet Governance

We believe in challenging 
the patriarchal spaces 
and processes that 
control internet 
governance, as well as 
putting more feminists 
and queers at the 
decision-making tables. 

We want to democratise 
policy making affecting 
the internet as well as 
diffuse ownership of and 
power in global and local 
networks.



Alternative access
Onion, Dat, IPFS addresses

Example: 
Ournetworks.ca footer featuring Dat and IPFS addresses



Alternative social media

Example:
Mastodon
https://mastodon.social



Attribution
Support writers, 
photographers, 
illustrators, developers, 
editors ...

Example: 
Image attribution
https://www.genderit.org/feminist
-talk/turning-tumblr-where-sex-po
sitivity-internet-going



Contributors

Example: 
Opensourcediversity.org contributors
https://github.com/opensourcediversity/opensourcediversity.org

https://github.com/opensourcediversity/opensourcediversity.org


Creative Commons license
creativecommons.org

Example:
Creative commons license
https://www.apc.org



Developers build movements
* Make code sustainable, accessible, reusable - for the next 
developer, yourself in a year, next projects

* Provide services to local progressive organizations

* Choose services and providers that share your values 
https://ethical.net/resources/ 

* Share knowledge - write blog posts, share on conferences



III. Economy

Assert our resistance to corporate control and our 
struggle for an internet that facilitates economic 
cooperation, solidarity, environmental 
sustainability, openness and collaboration.



#7 Alternative Economies

We are committed to 
interrogating the capitalist 
logic that drives 
technology towards 
further privatisation, profit 
and corporate control. 

We work to create 
alternative forms of 
economic power that are 
grounded in principles of 
cooperation, solidarity, 
commons, environmental 
sustainability, and 
openness.



#8 Free and Open Source

We are committed to 
creating and 
experimenting with 
technology, including 
digital safety and security, 
and using free/libre and 
open source software 
(FLOSS), tools, and 
platforms. 

Promoting, disseminating, 
and sharing knowledge 
about the use of FLOSS is 
central to our praxis.



Give back
to projects you are using 
- donate, volunteer, 
promote

Example:
RiseupVPN



Lower the prices
For those who can’t afford the full 
price - free or sliding scale

Examples:
Free conference tickets to support people 
from underrepresented and marginalised 
groups 
https://diversitytickets.org/

Workshop discount
https://other-nature.de/gb/workshops/bpoc-ro
pe-introduction



Share code
on GitLab, GitHub

* Invite people to 
contribute to add and 
resolve issues
* Identify good first 
issues

Example: 
Opensourcediversity.org



IV. Expression

Amplification and unrestricted expression of 
our narratives and lived realities, as well as 
resisting and fighting for our freedoms, 
agency, and desires.



#9 Amplifying Feminist 
Discourse
We claim the power of the 
internet to amplify 
women’s narratives and 
lived realities. There is a 
need to resist the state, 
the religious right and 
other extremist forces 
who monopolise 

discourses of morality, 
while silencing feminist 
voices and persecuting 
women’s human rights 
defenders.



#10 Freedom of Expression

We defend the right to sexual 
expression as a freedom of 
expression issue of no less 
importance than political or 
religious expression. We 
strongly object to the efforts of 
state and non-state actors to 
control, surveil, regulate and 
restrict feminist and queer 
expression on the internet 

through technology, legislation 
or violence. We recognise this 
as part of the larger political 
project of moral policing, 
censorship, and 
hierarchisation of citizenship 
and rights.



#11 Pornography and 
“Harmful content”
We recognise that the issue of 
pornography online has to do 
with agency, consent, power 
and labour. We reject simple 
causal linkages made between 
consumption of pornographic 
content and violence against 
women. We also reject the use 
of the umbrella term “harmful 

content” to label expression on 
female and transgender 
sexuality. We support 
reclaiming and creating 
alternative erotic content that 
resists the mainstream 
patriarchal gaze and locates 
women and queer persons’ 
desires at the centre.



Titles on web forms

Example:
Web form
Airfrance.fr



Change name or username
make it possible for users to change their username, 
name and surname

* Allow usage of a pseudonym - No real 
name policy.

** Or maybe don’t even ask for their name.



Gender neutral language
and pronouns

Example: 
https://www.saltyworld.net/disability-and
-dating-how-to-set-boundaries-and-ask-fo
r-help-with-a-new-partner/

I could tell  ze  was 
confused about why I was 
cutting our time short. That 
night, I wrote  hir  a 
ridiculously long email 
about if  ze  would be down 
to learn[...]

https://www.saltyworld.net/disability-and-dating-how-to-set-boundaries-and-ask-for-help-with-a-new-partner/
https://www.saltyworld.net/disability-and-dating-how-to-set-boundaries-and-ask-for-help-with-a-new-partner/
https://www.saltyworld.net/disability-and-dating-how-to-set-boundaries-and-ask-for-help-with-a-new-partner/


Sensitive image cover
Facebook censorship

A photo or video containing 
graphic content may appear 
with a warning to let people 
know about the content before 
they view it, and may only be 
visible to people older than 18.



Trigger and content warnings
Mastodon

“Sensitive content” covers 
for images and “Content 
Warnings” for post text on 
Mastodon.



V. Embodiment

Our diverse experiences and relationships as 
human beings embodying multiple identities 
and realities in “disembodied” online spaces. 



#12 Consent

We call on the need to 
build an ethics and 
politics of consent into 
the culture, design, 
policies and terms of 
service of internet 
platforms. 

Women’s agency lies in 
their ability to make 
informed decisions on 
what aspects of their 
public or private lives to 
share online.



#13 Privacy and Data

We support the right to privacy 
and to full control over 
personal data and information 
online at all levels. We reject 
practices by states and private 
companies to use data for 
profit and to manipulate 
behaviour online. Surveillance 
is the historical tool of 

patriarchy, used to control and 
restrict women’s bodies, 
speech and activism. We pay 
equal attention to surveillance 
practices by individuals, the 
private sector, the state and 
non-state actors.



#14 Memory

We have the right to 
exercise and retain 
control over our personal 
history and memory on 
the internet. This includes 
being able to access all 
our personal data and 

information online, and to 
be able to exercise 
control over this data, 
including knowing who 
has access to it and under 
what conditions, and the 
ability to delete it forever.



#15 Anonymity

We defend the right to be 
anonymous and reject all 
claims to restrict 
anonymity online. 
Anonymity enables our 
freedom of expression 
online, particularly when 
it comes to breaking 

taboos of sexuality and 
heteronormativity, 
experimenting with 
gender identity, and 
enabling safety for 
women and queer 
persons affected by 
discrimination.



#16 Children and Youth 

We call for the inclusion of the 
voices and experiences of 
young people in the decisions 
made about safety and security 
online and promote their 
safety, privacy, and access to 
information. 

We recognise children’s right 
to healthy emotional and 
sexual development, which 
includes the right to privacy 
and access to positive 
information about sex, gender 
and sexuality at critical times in 
their lives.



#17 Online violence

We call on all internet 
stakeholders, including 
internet users, policy makers 
and the private sector, to 
address the issue of online 
harassment and 
technology-related violence. 

The attacks, threats, 
intimidation and policing 
experienced by women and 
queers are real, harmful and 
alarming, and are part of the 
broader issue of gender-based 
violence. It is our collective 
responsibility to address and 
end this.



Consent
GDPR, cookie notices and Do not track

Example: 
Medium.com



Encrypted connection
https



3rd party scripts
* Don't add 3rd party scripts - host the scripts yourself
* Use self hosted solutions  (Matomo ex. Piwik and not Google Analytics)

Example: APC Annual Report 2018 https://2018report.apc.org/



Links to social media sites



Encrypted 
contact emails
PGP keys

Example:
Intercept.com adding PGP public keys 
to staff profiles



Anonymization 
of tracked data

Example:
Matomo



Apps as stalking tools
Disclosure of information

Examples: 
Distance on Tinder
Last seen / last login / who is online when on Facebook
Who liked what on Instagram
Read receipts



Pick a website and review it
with Feminist principles of the internet in mind

https://feministinternet.net


Findings
Which good or bad practices did you discover?



majak@apc.org

xxiinds 

_22nds

mailto:majak@apc.org
https://twitter.com/_22nds


All of us together 

are building the internet 

we dream of. 


